
Update from The President 

It has been a huge 6 months since falling into the position of President of Cockatoo RSL Sub-Branch and 
taking over the team known as the committee.  In that short time, we have completed the following 
projects that have enhanced the feel and vibe of the RSL building: 

• Decluttered and increased the usable area of the car park and resurfacing with fresh gravel to 
alleviate the mud issue during the winter months.  Positioned logs to prevent cars leaving the 
car park the wrong way. 

• Cleared large amounts of rampant growth from the back-paddock area in a general tidy up. 
• Removed the broken-down fence at the back of the property ready for a new fence in the 

future.  This also improves the safety of the public that use the back paddock as a shortcut up 
the hill while they can. 

• Purchased a 20 foot storage container so that the building could be de cluttered during the 
remodeling.  This is also used to store firewood and other gardening implements that were 
previously stored in hideaways in each of the toilet areas. 

• Plastered the exposed roof beams and installed downlights and speakers to enhance the 
entertainment vibe of the pool room. 

• Installed downlights into the bar area to enhance the ambiance of the open fire during the 
winter months. 

• Enlarged the servery window and framed it with wood from the Warrell reserve that has a 
beautiful varnished finish. 

• Installed a substantial window security bars that is emblazoned with the letters RSL to the bar 
external window to increase security for that vulnerable area. 

• Installed CCTV to the bar and public areas as a safety and security improvement for the benefit 
of members and guests.  Including a camera overseeing the cenotaph and site entry as well as 
another overseeing the car park. 

• Replaced the security panel with an upto date unit capable of providing access control in the 
future. 

• Modified the old wood storage area to make it a good outdoor smokers area and a solid area to 
use the barbeque.  We pulled down the old cladding and opened the area up then installed 
sleeper edging and planted out the now framed garden with natives. 

• Tiled the ladies toilet enclosure to remove the brown brick look and make it a pleasant area for 
our female members and guests (mens to be done soon) 

• Installed a wine glass storage rack to the bar area so that wine glasses no longer need to live in 
cupboards. 

• Installed additional spirit dispensers in the bar area to improve visibility of selections available 
• Purchased a Chesterfield lounge and 2 chairs for the area in front of the open fireplace. 
• Installed a smokey style mirror to the fire mantel which reflects back to the pool room giving a 

larger room feel. 
• Replaced old tables and kitchen chairs with bar tables and bar stools in the pool room 
• Resurfaced the pool table with high quality red felt and decluttered the pool room to provide 

more room for socializing by members and guests. 
• Installed an additional television screen to the pool room. 



• Replaced bulky cabinets with more size appropriate cabinets for displaying of memorabilia 
• Replaced the fridge/freezer with a larger unit so we can hold more food and drink reserves. 
• Added a drinks cooler to the main bar area. 
• Removed a portion of the internal brick wall and framed the new open space with a 

300mmx300mm exposed wooden beam sourced and milled in the local community. 

These changes have been well received by the increasing numbers of members and guests to the club 
which has been evident in the massive increase in bar sales and positive feed back.   On top of the 
physical changes, our team have also: 

• Introduced weekly chook and meat raffles 
• Introduced weekly Sunday barbeques 
• Introduced cocktail of the month 
• Actively promoted our events on both our facebook page and that of the local community 

“Friends of Cockatoo” 

We have put in place plans to install a deck to the front of the building.  Those plans have been 
approved by the council so now the push for funding begins.  This addition to our building will add a 4 
metre by 8 metre entertainment and mingling area to the front of the building with café blinds for 
protection when needed.  We will then be able to seat more patrons and start serving quick meals as 
part of our extended service. 

We also applied for and received approval for extensions to our bar hours so that we can accommodate 
the local community in a more thorough way.  We will be able to open earlier of a weekend and stay 
open a little longer on Sundays. 

As you can see, our efforts over the past months have been very pro active in making the site more 
appealing to the members and guests.  It has been well received and many are monitoring our progress 
on facebook where we are actively promoting our club house and its events.  Each goal kicked brings 
more members to the club.  We are now placing advertising banners at the front of the property to 
more actively promote our happenings to the community.  This will help in reaching those that don’t 
necessarily watch us on facebook. 

Your committee is working its tail off raising the profile of your club rooms and its facilities.  Their effort 
in liaising with local tradies and supporters is relentless as you can see from the list of achievements 
mentioned earlier. I personally thank each for their efforts and tireless commitment to developing the 
Cockatoo RSL Sub Branch into the destination for weekend entertainment in Cockatoo.  

Particular thanks go out to Chris and Carol Thompson for their super human efforts in developing, 
opening, operating and pretty well running the show.  Most agree that without them as part of the 
team, things would be progressing at a much slower pace.  If you look in the dictionary under 
“resourceful” I am sure is simply says “Chris Thompson”. 

Regards, 

 

Steve Utting 
Acting President  



Cockatoo RSL Sub Branch 


